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Camarillo PTA Council Honors Education Advocates
Awards highlight impact of two Pleasant Valley Education Foundation programs
in arts and technology
City of Camarillo offers proclamation in their honor
Camarillo, CA - May 12, 2010, …….The Camarillo Parent Teacher Association (PTA) Council will bestow two of their annual service awards to representatives from two programs offered by the Pleasant Valley Education Foundation (PVEF). The managing team from CineMagic, PVEF’s after-school performing arts program, will receive the Continuing Service Award for their leadership in this 8-year-old program, and the Board Member/founder of Robotics Roundup, an after-school science and technology program, will receive the Honorary Service Award for introducing the program to Camarillo's K-8 students. The recipients will be honored at an awards dinner on May 13th at University Preparation School in Camarillo, where they will also receive a proclamation from the City of Camarillo.

CineMagic committee chair and PVEF Board Member Simhan Mandyam, co-directors Janet Kildee and Suzie Riach, and production manager Debbie Hager will be the recipients of the Continuing Service Award. All are parents of children in the program who got involved when they saw the benefit of the program to their own kids. Honorary Service Award recipient, Darren Patnoe, brought Robotics Roundup, a registered participant in the international FIRST LEGO League program, to the attention of the PVEF Board in 2008 after she saw her nephew participating in the program in Hermosa Beach. Each year approximately 200 kids participate in CineMagic and an additional 200 enroll in Robotics Roundup

The PTA’s Service Awards recognize the service and dedication of both individuals and organizations. The Continuing Service Award is given by the local Council to an individual or organization in special recognition of continued service to children and youth. The Honorary Service Award is given to an individual or organization in special recognition of outstanding service to children and youth.
About the PTA
PTA is the nation’s oldest, largest and highest profile volunteer organization working on behalf of public schools, children and families. PTA volunteers work in their schools and communities to improve the education, health and welfare of all children and youth. More information about the California PTA can be found at www.capta.org
About Pleasant Valley Education Foundation

The Pleasant Valley Education Foundation is an organization where businesses, schools, educators, parents and community volunteers come together to improve student achievement by supporting programs which provide hands-on learning in arts and technology. We focus the resources that we generate on K-8 public school students in Camarillo, CA. PVEF has a history of supporting those hands-on programs that have been proven to enhance and accelerate crucial skills for the 21st Century, preparing our kids for lifelong success. PVEF’s programs include: 
CineMagic Our signature after-school performing arts program teaches singing, dancing and on-stage performance.

Robotics Roundup Students design, build, test and program robots to accomplish challenge missions and partricipate in friendly competition.

Speech Tournament 3rd graders exercise their brains and learn poise in categories such as poetry and storytelling.

Innovation Grants Competitive grants support innovative arts and technology learning in the classroom for individual teachers and district-wide programs.
More About CineMagic
CineMagic is a performing arts program for students in 3rd through 8th grade that builds self-confidence while providing standards-based instruction in singing, dancing and acting. It exposes children to the performing arts -- theater traditions and music styles, such as jazz -- that they might not otherwise be able to experience. The program culminates in a spring performance on a large stage. More information can be found at www.pvef.org
More About Robotics Roundup

Every year PVEF sponsors teams from Camarillo's public schools to participate in the international FIRST LEGO League competition (grades 4 - 8) and the Jr. FIRST LEGO League program (K - 3). These programs are the result of a collaboration between the non-profit organization FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) and the LEGO Group, maker of the famous small plastic building blocks.
Each year these programs focus on a different real-world issue related to the sciences. Students must do a research project and design an age-appropriate, problem-solving presentation on the year's topic. 

Older kids use LEGO robotics kits to accomplish challenge missions and participate in friendly competition. Each robotics challenge within the competition revolves around that year's theme. The students work out solutions to the various problems they are given and then meet for regional tournaments to share their knowledge, compare ideas, and display their robots.

Younger kids work with LEGO elements and moving parts to create solutions and present them for review. More information can be found at www.pvef.org. 
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