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teen volunteer of the year 
receives award, bestows award
Honored by Soroptimists for her volunteer work, Caitlyn Hardy chooses 
Pleasant Valley Education Foundation for matching gift

Camarillo, Ca, April 1, 2010:  The Soroptimist Club of Camarillo gave its annual Violet Richardson Award to Camarillo teen Caitlyn Hardy for her volunteer efforts in the community. The award includes a $100 gift to Caitlyn as well as a matching gift to the service organization of Caitlyn’s choice. Caitlyn has chosen the Pleasant Valley Education Foundation (PVEF) to receive the matching gift.
The Violet Richardson Award recognizes young women who make the community and world a better place through volunteer efforts such as: promoting participation in the arts; fighting drugs, crime and violence; cleaning up the environment; or working to end discrimination and poverty.

Caitlyn, 16, attends La Reina High School in Thousand Oaks and volunteers for PVEF’s CineMagic program. She chose PVEF to receive the award because of her long association with CineMagic, PVEF’s after-school performing arts program for 3rd through 8th grade students. In the spring of each year, the CineMagic program culminates in an onstage musical extravaganza. This year CineMagic students will perform Friday, April 16 and Saturday April 17.

 Pleasant Valley Education Foundation Board Chairperson Peggy Smith remembers, “Caitlyn was in fourth grade when she participated in CineMagic’s very first performance in 2002, as a little mermaid in the number ‘Under the Sea,’ and she faithfully participated every year after that until she graduated from the 8th grade in 2006.  In those four years, Caitlyn’s singing and dancing talents really developed, as well as her poise and confidence as a young woman.”

After she graduated from Middle School, Caitlyn was no longer eligible to perform, but still wanting to participate, Caitlyn volunteered backstage and as a mentor to the younger children. Says Chairperson Smith, “And this is no easy task when you are working with about 200 children!”
Caitlyn learned about the Violet Richardson Award through her high school and sent in an application. Carol Lopez, Scholarship Chair of the Camarillo Soroptimists, explained that award winners are chosen by disinterested third parties outside of the Soroptimist organization in order to maintain objectivity. As for why Caitlyn’s application was chosen, Lopez, in her tenth year of chairing the awards committee, said, “The judges almost never disagree. The cream always rises to the top.”

Caitlyn says it is mentoring the younger students that makes CineMagic “a wonderful experience for me to help children discover the joys of stage performance.” She also takes pride in supporting PVEF’s mission in, “ensuring the gift of art and technology education is given to elementary and middle school aged children.”
About Soroptimist International
Soroptimist is an international women's organization for business and professional women who work to improve the lives of women and girls, in local communities and throughout the world. Almost 95,000 Soroptimists in about 120 countries and territories contribute time and financial support to community–based and international projects that benefit women and girls. More information can be found at www.soroptimistinternational.org.

About the Soroptimists’ Violet Richardson Award Program

Soroptimist launched the Violet Richardson Award program in 2000 as a way to recognize girls for their volunteer service to their communities. The program is named after Violet Richardson Ward, the first president of the first Soroptimist club. Richardson Ward was committed to creating opportunities for girls and young women through her affiliations with Soroptimist, the Girl Scout Council and the American Association of University Women. Her passion for volunteer service, particularly as it affected women and girls, has been an inspiration to Soroptimists throughout the years.

About the Pleasant Valley Education Foundation
The Pleasant Valley Education Foundation (PVEF) is a non-profit 501c3 organization where businesses, schools, educators, parents and community volunteers come together to improve student achievement by supporting programs which provide hands-on learning in arts and technology for Camarillo’s K-8 public school students. 

Since 2001 the Foundation has donated more than $200,000 to fund music education in Pleasant Valley School District (PVSD) and charter schools. PVEF has also provided a laptop computer for each middle school science program, equipped every PVSD elementary school with at least one SMART Board, and provided ELMO cameras and projectors to all district and charter schools. 
PVEF offers its own popular after-school programs including CineMagic, the performing arts program which culminates in a fully staged, singing and dancing extravaganza in April, and Robotics Roundup, where teams from each school participate in building a robot and researching a pressing science-related issue of the day. PVEF also produces the Camarillo 3rd grade Speech Tournament, giving youngsters the opportunity to hone their public speaking skills by memorizing and reciting stories, poetry or other prose presentations. 
More information can be found at www.pvef.org.
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